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-Ambnca s favourite w}npmng bhoy. back in fa vour

STAT

@nce daspised CIAis now well on
way to ﬁli‘OWH}b oﬁ its sha%deg

From. Dayid- Cross
Washmﬂton Feb 26

Mr- Ceor"e Bush, a. Ieadmv
. contender for' the Repubhcan
. presidential ~ nomination,.. 'is
~proud -of. his' record of: pubhc
. service, and :not least. of -his
shorct tenure as-a former Direc-
tor of the Central Intelhuence
Agency some:four: years ago.:

"~ Indeed, he tells his audnhnces
on ‘the- election. campaizn trail,
‘i is-time-for-people fike him
.10, speak up and tell the world
. what - -vital. job the CIA’ is
_doing. * We've "got to-get off
_their-backs. We are -up against
a tough -adversary’ (the Soviet
Union) . .and, we have.to have-
the- best mtelhvence service
money can-buy”, he ‘says to

thunderous - applause from Re- .

publican. supporters. ,~""."

On. tha- other side’. of. the
political' fence, too, there- is
broad support among- Demo-
crats: for- the removal- of some
of the--shackles. which " have
bound the - agency -since the-’
early -1970s-- when revelations’
of assassination plots,. secret’
wars, drug experiments and the
like . made it the favourite,
whxppmg boy of all but a hand-
fu! of apologists.- = - [ e

-~ In- his ' State of the Umon
messaoe last month, President
- Carter said: “We. need ‘clear.
;and quick" passage of. 4 new
'charter~ to.- define - the : legal
: authority .and »- accountabxhty

_ofi:our. ‘mtelhﬂence agencies. -

“We "will: guarantee that' abuses
do—-‘notd’recu.r, but - we :must:
tx'fhten our:“controls Y on *sen-t
_sitive “intelligence’. mformanon
.and_we- need 10’ remove. un-

warranted resti":iints

teuxgence e I EA
Z-~Mr:Carter’s appeal for a'» .
prehenswe -charter: - spell. -

out.the,powers_and’ ]nmxtatxons

. amplé  in- the midst of the cof-,

Admmal Stansheld Tumer-
Outspoken CiA dxrector

the country’s ab hty « ko pro-
tect and preserve” lis security
against any - future Sovxet
threats. :

In_ fact the gradual’ lehabxh-
tation of. the - once - despised

" CIA "was under  way: well: be--.

fore Soviet. troops were air-
lifted»_ into Kabul. It - started
with . . growing - perceptiom
‘among members of ~Congress:’
and other influential’ members

‘of the ‘American political. and

business " establishment ‘that.
too ‘much . publicity about..the
‘agency’s., work = would . “only .
nderminé its - effectxveness. e
As lon° ago “as 1975, for® ex-,

‘gressional ;- “disclosures ‘.about
CIA wrongdomgs, Mr. Rlch'lrd
__Welch, the CIA station.chief. in --

B Athens was murdered after his
-fname hadvbeen listed ~in - an’

'ann-CIA publicatior, .. The;.;en
suing - controversy . which “still.
“goes on.between. opponents -and
.supporters of the agency. about

.of the CIA and‘the dther:secret the ciréumstances surrounding -

servicés~was made ‘in-thecon-.
text-_of 7 his - Administration’s”
response to’ the Soviet’ occupa-
tion .of Af‘,hamstani,‘i,’.',.‘i’g A
+.:Like. hxs,proposal ,to regxster
potential;zmilitary ::conscripts,
the::President:zbelieves:-that~a .
relaxationnof some of:the. con~
stramts on’the CIA will’ unprove

28 _“'.,-..o.., .u.:-..:x.. LTSt DU R

;forelgn crisis.

KhlS ,‘death -has undoubtedly
played-a significant part in th
rehabxlxtanon process. . ..
f-2In_ recent months. thers ort-
tcomings. of the“intelligence.ser !
iviges, particularly the . CIA

foreign’ -,cnsxs -.has : followed .
b }

A et

- branches of governmen® . hope:
- will preduce a new rule book

< sithout- pnor-; warmnv ~to

"The net result has bezn the
t'lblma of various pieces of
]egislation in Congress in .re-.
cent. weeks which - both the
Jegislature and- the executive

for the intelligence services be.
. fore the end-of the year. . .~

~.’Attention. so far has focusad
on a -drait- charter::drawn- up -
“by the Senate’s select committe
on intelligence - - "« - --

.o Irs most controversial pomt !
~as far as the CIA and tha Ad-;

i

ministrarion are: concernad, is
that it would require the Presi-
dent -to give prior nonce of
covert intelligence -opearations.
‘to -at- Jeast eight -members of
Congress even in a national
emergency. - Not ~surprisingly,
the intellizence  services are
bitterly opoosed to" any suoch
r1°1d reqaxrembnl....--

- Although it is the most hbe.zl
version of the various Bills now
-before Congress, it has already
bheen - dey'nbed by -left-wing
groups .as. a.*” threat 10 . c;nl
hbemas Sy e

~Such: criticism . comes as. no
surprise but there is deep con-
cern that pressure of time dur-
ing the  present session’ of
Conoress may -lead ‘to.- the
comprehensxve charter. baing
dropped in favour of a much
more limited set of rules- for
the .CIA. Such-a- move might
give the agency zll the new
- powers it wants without any of
- the .constraints containad in " the
: full-scale charter, :, .., i
- This -seems. unlikely, ho vever,
‘since leaders of. Congress. are
‘still.anxious to ensure some con-,
;trol over the operations of the’
jintelligence community. T i
~This-.was made? very..clear:
last- week when Admiral -Srans-
.field  Turner, the outsooken
~D1rector of the.CIA;-admitted:
“during “a hearing on Capitol
“Hill thar some secret: missions
~had .been underraken: recently

Congress-.-_ IR SN+ ¥
. Mr Robert Bvrd “the Sinate’ ;
Democraac leader said -‘that .

have become more apparent ‘as ., this ‘revelation \».orrxed hxm. .

“The CIA~ shou]d not be given’,
carte blanche he msxsted.._._.i
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